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2. SUMMARY: THE KABUL RUMOR MUL CONTINUES TO WORK OVERTIME 
COuSHlNS UP NUMEROUS AND OFTEN CONFlICTI*** VERSIONS OF SHA.S- 
PARCHAN INFISHTIN5, INCLUDING 3UNFISHTS. ASSASSINATIONS, 
SuICIOES, DEFECTIONS AND PREDICTIONS OF CHANGES IN LEADER- 
SHIP. HOST OF THEN ARE PATENTLY FAL.SE> BUT THEY 00 REFLECT 
0N3OIN5 TENSIONS IN THE RULtNS CIRCLES ANO ARE FUELED ST EVEN* 
PORE EXAGGERATED STORIES CARRIEO BY* THE INTERNATIONAL NEOIA 
8ASE0 IN PAKISTAN ANO INDIA. LOCAL OBSERVERS ARE ASKING EACH 
OTHER WHAT ROLE THE SOVIETS ARE PLAINS TV ALL THIS, IF ANT, 
TH0U3H THERE IS SOME fVIOENCE THAT THET WISH IT wOUlO CEASE. 
REPORTS FROM THE COUNTRYSIDE INDICATE THAT THE JOINT AF3HAN' 
SOVIET OFFENSIVES IN THE PA8HNAN MOUNTAINS ANO AL0N3 THE SALAN3* 
PASS ROAD NORTH OF KABUL HAVE ENOEO KITH HUNDREDS OF AF3HAN 
VILLAGERS KILLED ANO CONSIDERABLE PROPERTY DAMAGE. RESISTANCE 
FIGHTERS CONTINUED TO CAUSE PROBLEMS FOR THE MILITARY, HOWEVER, 
IN MANY OTHER PARTS OF THE COUNTRY, INCLUDING THE CITIES OF 
HERAT AND QANOAHAR. END SUMMARY. - . ^ 

3. PERHAPS THE HOST STARTLING STORY THAT HAS BEEN MAKING THt 
ROUNDS IN KABUL FOR THE PAST WEEK IS THE ONE THAT 3ASRAK KARMA. 
TRIED TO COMMIT SUICIOE ON JUNE 13. HOWEVER, IN HIS SEVERAL 
PUBLIC APPEARANCES SINCE THAT TINE, KARMAL HAS SEEHEO.FIT AND 
COCKY AS ALWAYS. LT. SEN. ABDUL QAOER LEFT FOR THE USSR ON 
JUNE It, OSTENSIBLY FOR HEDICAL TREATMENT. PRONPTXNG A ^PATE 

OF RUMORS THAT HE HAD BEEN SHOT IN AN ARGUMENT. DEPUTY PR I HE 
MINISTER SARWARI APPEARED HALE AT A HEDICAL WORKERS -CONGRESS - 
ON JUNE It FOLLOWING A WEEK OF RUHORS THAT HE WAS IN PRISON, - 
WOUNOED OR DEAD. AS USUAL, THE RUMOR HILL IS CARRYING STORIES 
THAT SARWARI 'S ENEMY, DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER KESHTMANO, HAS SAID 
THAT Hi WILL NOT RETURN FROM A TRIP TO PRAGUE UNTIL SARWARI IS 
OUT OF THE GOVERNMENT. (KESHTHANO HAS ALWAYS RETUfiNEO FROM HIS 
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TRIPS ABROAO, ALTHOUGH HE HAS OFTEN STAYED LONGER THAN APPARENT. Y 
NECESSARY.) 

«t. OTHER GOSSIP INVOLVE A RUMOR THAT A GROUP OF PARCHAHISTS 
INCLUDING HINISTERS NOOR'ANO WAKIL ANO REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL 
MEMBER GUL AQA, ARE TRYING, (WITH SOVIET SACKING) TO INOitfS 
KARHAL TO -CRUSH" THE KHAL'aiS, BUT THAT HE IS RESISTl'NG. THE 
LATEST PUTATIVE REPLACEMENT FOR KARHAL IS COMMERCE MINISTER 
JALALAR, A TECHNOCRAT WHO HAS THE BEST SURVIVAL RECORD IN THE 
CABINET. ALMOST NO ONE BELIEVES THE CONJECTURE THAT FORMER 
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PRIMS MINISTER YuSUF OR EX-KING ZAritR HAVE SEEN APPROACHED 
BY Tr!E SOVIETS TO COME BACK AND TAKE OVER THE TOP SLOTS IN 
THE DRA. 

-5. THE OIPwOHATIC CIRCUIT IS BUZZING rITH SPECULATION AS TO 
THE SOVIET ROLE IN ALL THIS. OPINIONS RANGE FROM "THEY CAN'T 
DO ANYTHING A90UT IT SINCE FEUDING IS- AN 'AFGHAN NATIONAL 
CHARACTERISTIC" TO ASSERTIONS THAJMHE SOVIETS ARE TAKING SIDES 
IN HOPES ONE SIDE HILL DESTROY THE-'OTHER AND HAKE THE ORA A 
MORE HOMOGENOUS AND VIABLE ENTITY. ON THE OTHER HANO, THE 
YUGOSLAV AMBASSADOR (PROTECT) REPORTED THAT MEN HE RAISED 
THE SUBJECT OF THE RUMORS ilTH A TOP SOVIET DIPLOMAT. THE 
LATTER STUCK UP HIS NOSE AND SAID THAT, HHlLE THE SOVIETS 
WERE TRYING TO GET THE- AFGHAN LEFTISTS TO COOPERATE AND HELP 
•CONSOLIDATE THE REVOLUTION," SOME OF THE KHALCIS AND PARCHAHISTS 
•HATE EACH OTHER ANO HON'T STOP SSUABBLING." 
THE SOVIET 

AODED, NONETHELESS, THAT RUMORS OF INTERNECINE 9ATTLES «ERE 
-GREATLY EXAGGERATED. " 
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fi. VHILE SOVIET HEAVY TRANSPORT FLIGHTS IN AND OUT OF KABUL 
APPEAR TO HAVE TAPERED OFF, SOVIET' ANO AFGHAN HELICOPTERS 
HAVE TAKEN TO THE AIR IN RECORO NUMBERS IN THE PAST THREE DAYS 
AND Nt GHTS . OUR ING THE- NIGHT OF tfUNE l « -U 7 TRACER .SiilELiS 

kfere seen over the southern part of the city (one contact 
cla'i ned -tiff have seen some hhfingt "the *oh-t- asanas h kv in 
fhe center- of the'city just under the television broadcast 
antenna). several helicopters took the air shortly thereafter, 
ino a t.ar&e tekp10sion «asi hearow about »»' a.n. the xzm- 
:onf:loentiAl .'■-■: • • ^ ' 
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iVENING DOZENS 'OF' HELICOPTERS HERE HEARD OVERHEAD FOR ABOUT "< 
r OUR HOURS; THEIR FT. I GHT PATTERNS INOICATEO THAT THEY M-Ri 
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PRACTICING NIGHT MANEUVERS, AN OMINOUS DEVELOPMENT FOR RESIS- 
TANCE FIGHTERS .MHO USUALLY MOVE AT NIGHT. DURING THAT ACTIVITY. 
AJ ..EAST SIX MILITARY JET FLIGHTS PASSED HIGH OVER THE CITY 
FROM SOUTH TO NORTH'. 

• 

7. A FEW MORE STUOENTS MERE "POISONED- IN KABUL SCHOOLS ON 
JUNE IB, INCLUOING THE SIStER OF ONE OF OUR FSNS MHO HAS SINCE 
RECOVERED. SOME OFFICERS AT THE OEFENSE MINISTRY MERE SIMILARLY 
AFFECTEO ON JUNE 12.. THE SON OF ANOTHER FSN MAS TAKEN AMAY 9Y 
ARMEO POLICE AFTER THE FSN' S HOUSE MAS SEARCHED* AT 2 A.M. ON 
JUNE 17. THE 90Y ATTENDS A H : IGH f SCHOOL MHERE POL ICE" SUSPECT 
THAT A STOREROOM FIRE A COUPLE OF DAYS PREVIOUSLY MAS SET 9Y 
ANT I -REGIME STUDENTS-. " THE- fSN" SAID THAT THE POLICE' MERE SuITS 
THOROUGH IN THEIR SEARCH MHEN THEY' LEARNED^ THAT HE MORKS AT 

THE EMBASSY. OTHER CONTACTS 5 HAVE INFORMED US THAT PRESS GANGS 
-MERE AGAIN MAKING MIONTGH'T SEARCHES FOR DRAFT- AGE 90YS ON. 
JUNE U-l'7. , r , . . 

8. REPORTS FROM OTHER PROVINCES INDICATE THAT THE SOVIET AND 
AFGHAN MILITARY HAVE SUFFEREO FRESH CASUALTIES IN A NUMBER 

OF PLACES. ONE PROBABLY EXAGGERATED REPORT, REACHED US THAT 
THE .BODIES OF 200 SOVIET ANO 20 AFGHAN SOLDIERS MERE HELICOP- 
TERED INTO THE CENTRAL CORPS 9ASE AT TAPEH TAJ8EK (NEAR THE 
DARULAMAN PALACE) FROM HAHIPAR AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE K.A9UL 
GORGE ON JUNE 13. ..JETS ANO EHLICOPTERS MERE REPORTED TO HAVE 
90MBE0 AND STRAFED A VILLAGE CALLEO KHORO KABUL NEAR MAHXPAR 
ON JUNE" IS. PERHAPS IN RETALIATION. 

9. A FAIRLY RELIABLE SOURCE TOLO US ON JUNE 17 THAT A PARCHAM 
FRIEND OF HIS CAME TO KABUL FROM OANDAHAR THAT OAY 9Y ARMY 
HELICOPTER BECAUSE BAKHTAR, THE INTERNAL AIRLINES, MAS NOT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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FLYING TO THAT TR0U8LE0 CITY. HE CLAIHEO THAT THE HELICOPTER 
MAS TURNED BACK ON JUNE IS ANO U BECAUSE IT COULDN'T GET PAST 
SHAR-I-SAFA, A TOMN OUTSIDE OF QANOAHAR THEN IN RESISTANCE 
HANDS. HE MENT ON TO SAY THAT HE MAS HAPPY TO GET AMAY FROM 
OANOAHAR BECAUSE INSURGENTS HAD THREATENED TO ATTACK- THE AIR- 
PORT ON JUNE 19 UNLESS IT MERE EVACUATEO. HE SAID THAT THE 
INSURGENTS HAD MADE THEIR THREAT BELIEVABLE 9Y BURNING SEVERA. 
HOUSES NEAR THE AIRPORT ON PREVIOUS DAYS. 

4 

10. ANOTHER CONTACT CLAIMEO THAT A RELATIVE JUST. RETURNED FROM 
HERAT REPORTED THAT A SOVIET CONVOY MAS ATTACKED SOUTH OF 
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HERAT' ..AST iEEK, ANO THAT IN RESPONSE THE SOVIETS HAD A3AIN , 
MOVEO INTO THE CITY IN FORCE. HE SAID THAT SHOPS HERE HOSUY 
COSED; ANO THAT SHOUTS OF -Ai.tAH-0-AJC8AR- MERE HEARO NI5HU Y 
FROH THE ROOFTOPS. ON THE OTHER SIOE OF THE COUNTRY, T HO HOBS 
TRJCKS CARRYINS EXCESS EMBASSY STOCKS iSFT. FOR PESHAkAR ON 
JJNE 4.7.'. ME HAVE NOT HEARD FROH THE* AS YET; 
aRlFFir 
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